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RATING SYSTEM

Robert Parker’s rafing m employs a 50-100 quality scale. It is my belief that the various twenty (20) point systems do
andoﬂwreaﬂho;r?m and inflated wine ratings. THE WINE ADVOCATE takes a iti

An extraordinary wine of profound and complex character di ing all the attributes expected of a classic wine
of its variety. Wines of this caliber are warth a special effort to find, purchase, and consume.
Anoutstandingmofe:éaep&malmleﬁtymddmrmlnshoﬂ.m:maaretenﬁcwines.

A barely above average to very good wine displaying various degrees of finesse and flavor as well as character
with no noficeable flaws.

An average wine with little distinction except that It is soundly made. In essence, a straightforward, innocuous wine.

A be_low-aw wine containing noticeable deficiencies, such as excessive acidity and/or tannin, an absence of
flavor, or possibly dirty aromas or flavors.

Awine deemed to be unacceptable.

TASTING NOTES AND RATINGS

‘When possible ol of ane done in pear-group, S| Hera Is & general Intarprating L
elur?mn against each other ] name{sm %1ﬂhmmhg:tlAwh_yvmWhrmMammm
refiecl an critical lock at the wines. Neither prico nor the  in this are tha very bost produced of thair There is a big difference batwoon 2
puiation of tho producergrowar the rating in any manner, | spend oo months of 90 snd 99, bath are top marks. As you will note: the tex, thers are few wines that
tasting in vineyards, During [ha olfver nine manths of the year, six and sometmes  actually make it into this iop category bécaysa there are not many wines.
A Wwwhmm.lmmﬂw w-uhqmm:::mm?:‘ag&mn;m hhwm&:ﬂ
fudgings of rade tastings reasons, among thess I good; many winas i is rangs oflen are grest values as
enfire of wine, (2} wamhmwﬂy .J m%dmﬁmhmmm ¥
professional tasting glasses, (3) the temperature of the wina must be comect, and {(4) 70-78 rapresents a C, or aversge mark, but dy 78 &5 @ misch mose desi
10 determing tho time aliocated Io the number of wines to be ditiquad. than 70. Wines thal recoelve scores between 75 and 79 ploasant,
w&;ﬂrbag&mﬂlﬂﬂdh%%ﬂhxﬂm wines that lack or dapth. if g EQFWW
85 are very good to excallent, and any wino rated 50 or above for uncritical quating
its pariicular lype. Whis soms have that is ot el is a D or F, depending on whers you want to school. For wine, it 38 o sign of on

emair S Seading Tapid communication of informatian to expert and novica tend 1o recaive st least 4, oflan 5 points. This &oma and bouguel mert up to 1

# 2 2 ma wine. Naver and finish merit 20 X £

The score given for 3 specific wine reflacts the of the wine at lls best. | often tell e vor up Is 20 points, and again, int
- wmsm»awmﬂmmm favor, nce, cieanfiness, end depth and lenglh on the palale are afl imporiant
10 or mors yaars I taking a ph hefa consideralions when giving out points, Finally, the overall quailty lavel or poteniial for further

ascartained but, e @ pictura of @ moving object. tha wine wil also  Ovolulion and imprvemant-aging merlts up © 10 polnis. -

change. Wines from ‘badly corked or dafective botiias are retasied, sincn Scores are imporiant for the reader 1o gaugo a critic’s oversll qu.
wine from a singls bad botle does not indicate an entimly spoiled batch, Many of the wines placement of a wine vis-&-+is ils peer group. However, @l is also vilal o consider the
heve béen testad many times, and he T a iative average of umm&mmmmmmmkWMa
in tasfings o date. Scores, however, do not reveal the important  systam thal peovides for inmwdwmmwmmpmm.
facts abaut a wine, The written commentary that accempanies the rafings Is a better  can differend lavels of wina quality [provido the reader with one professionals
there can never be any substilute for your own palate nor any
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ARTADI 2001 GRANDES ANADAS RIOJA ($125.00) RED 98+
ARTADI 2001 _PAGOS VIEJOS RIOJA {$80.00} RED 97
ARTADI 2001 VINAS DE GAIN RIOJA ($20.00) RED 94

_ Mow in botfle, Ihese are great Riojas. The ]
Tempranillo) is a fabulous affort for the price (one of the bast buvs in the
markelplace). Aged in French oak casks {about 40% new) for 12-1;_

espresso roast, and floral notes. This full-bodied, dense 2001 possesses
layers of flavor, 2 sweel integration of lannin and wood, and & finish that
lasts for nearly & minute. Drink this riveting Rioja between 2005-2015.

digi [ 2001 Grandes Anadas maries

months, it boasts a deep purple color to the rim as well as a perf
pbarmies, blackber hed and white flowers. With

exiracndinary precision, definition, and finesse, great elegance, wonderful
swealness, medium body, and a gorgeously textured finish, it caresses

- ng considerable personality and overall symmetry. It
drink beautifully for 7-8 years. A brilliant affort, it's a steal at $20. Aged 18
months in 100% new French oak from 75-year old Te vines, the

2004 Pagos Viajos is one of Spain's
stature and intensil an inkyfruby/purple as
well s a luxurious bouquet of lead pencil shavings, black and biue fruits,

slegance with tremendous power and flavor intensity. It reprasents
Spain’s version of Comte de Vogdé's Musigny ... in a top vintage, Aromas
blackberies, chanles, and an

Charlotte, NC; tel. (704) 358-1565
ARTAZU 2001 SANTA CRUZ NAVARRA {$30.00) RED 93+
A single vineyard 100% Grenache from BO-year old vines planted in pure raspberry, black , and floralscented nosa with
chalk at 2n elevation of 750 meters, This estate is the creation of Juan- mw t frut, mmgmﬂawrs. and amazing
Carios Lopez de fa Cal, who leamed his crafl at Artadi. It s a fabulously pracision as aa finesse, This singular wine must be
mwﬁmms arﬂahi:?lﬂwtiam:wszé ;ﬁeﬁiqba_haimed,wkably and light for its intanse flavors, it
grana cru mastone provide pleasurs mhﬁfa‘

Secloman, European Cellars, Charlotte, NG, tel. (704) 358-1

- Grenache grown at 3 high elevation appears to have given the wine 2
DOMINICO DE ATAUTA 2000 VALDEGATILES
A spectacular 120-case cuvée produced from 155-year old vines aged
in 100% new French Damajou bamels, this Is a super-ex
Spanish red offering a gorgeously deap le color as well as a rich
nose of creasole, esprasso roast, graphite, , and créme de
ich, full-bodied, and uncibousty textured, with fabulous flaver

RIBERA DEL DUERD RED 95
intensity and overall balance as well as a long, concentrated. seamiess
, it can be enjoyed now and over the next 10-12 years. P.5.

new astate was established in 19mbypzr£nelorwguelsmdwa.

AVINYO MN.V. CAVA BRUT PENEDES ($13.00) SPARKLING WHITE 89
AVINYO NV, CAVA BRUT NATURE PEMEDES ﬁ‘l_ﬁ.ﬂﬂ] SPARKLING WHITE _ 88
Two In sparkling wine from Spain, the non- , Parellada, and Xarel-lo blend aver the next . More

more gxcellent values
vintage Cava Brut (made from B0% free run juice and aged 18
months) Is a tasty, light to medium-bodied, dry sparkler. Noles of
bread dough, grapefruit, and other citrus as well as pinpoint
bubbles are offered in a refreshing, vigorous style. Enjoy this

tacabeu year.
austers is the bone dry non-vintage Cava Brut Nature, Light-bodied,
wilh graat fruit, slegance, and precision offered in a zesty, refreshing
style, it will drink well for 12-24 months. importer; André Tamars, De
Maison Selections, Inc., Chapel Hill, NC; tel. (819) 933-4245

CARINENA RED 88

SENORIO DE AYLES Zﬂ_g__ﬁRLOTﬁEMPWILLO
| had mixed lasfing notes on this bodega, but | Iy enjoyed the
equal part blend of 2001 MerlotTempranillo, which was aged 3
manths in French oak prior to bottling. A fine value, it exhibits aromas
of scorched earth, licorice, and densa, sweet black cherry fruit offered

pulent, medium-bodied,
over the next 12-18 iths. Imp
Spain, Washinglon, DC; tel. (202) 413-3875

AZAGADOR 2002 PAGO DE LA JARABA LA MANCHA ($8.00) RED a5
| could have swom this was an uncomplicated southem Céles axhibits charry easy-going,
Rhina. Made mmprhwﬂy Tempraniio with a touch of ca:eng anwwma&ﬁm;ﬁwtmsﬁﬁwm
Sauvignon and Meriot in the blend, this fight ruby-hued, value-priced 2002 Weygandt, Weygandt-Mefzler, , PA; tel (610} 486-0800

BAJOZ 2003 JOVEN TORO {$9.50) RED 86
BAJOZ 2003 OVACION RUEDA ($10.00). WHITE 86
Several more e: sive cuvées were dominated by too much American  from 100% Tinto de Toro, 5% was aged in barrel, and the balance in tank.

Xpen

oak, but the stainless steel-fermented 2003 Ovacion (60% Verdejo and
40% Viura) Is a crisp, fioral, fresh, light-bodied white. Enjoy Ihis vibrant,
re ing 2003, preferably with Spanish tapas, over the next 12 months.
The 2003 Joven may be Spain's answer o a French Beaujolais. Made

CASTILLO DEL BARON

This deep ruby-colored, , sof red exhibits loads of
strawberry and chemy crisp acidity, and a lvely personality.
Consume it over the next 12-18 moniths, chilled if you prefer. Importer:
Langdon Shiverick, Cleveland, CH; tel. (218) 861-6800

this excellent offering reveals

2001 CRIANZA YECLA ($11.00) RED 87
Anather good wale from this backwater, but interesiing Spanish region, averthe next 1-2 years. Importer: a Christopher Cannan Selection, various
sweet blue and black fruils, fine texture, litle  American Including Michael Skumik, t, NY; tel. (516) 677-

complesity, but loads of fruit, medium body, and no hard edges. Drink it 9300 and Diamond Wine Merchants, Oakland, CA; tel. (510} 567-9897
2001 __SITO DEL PALO TORO ($30.00) RED 82

BIENVENIDA
The debut vintage for this boutlque winery from Toro, this 2001 (made
from old vine Ternpranillo) was aged in French oak prior to bottling. 1t
exhibils an inkylpurple color as well as a fremendous nose of

dense, it offers a hedonislic mouthful of layered, opulent, heady juice.
Imprassively endowed wilh purity and palate presence, it should be
anjoyed over the nexi 5-6 years. Imporier: Enc Solomen, European

blackberries, chocolate, and espresso roast. Full-bodled, rich, and  Cellars, Charlotte, NC: tel. (704) 358-1565
BIURKO GORRI 2001 GRENACHE RIDJA {$25.00) RED 88
BIURKOQ GORRI 2002 TEMPRANILLO RIOJA $12.00 RED a7

A very good value, the 2002 Tempranlllo (100% Tempranilio) was
aged 4 months in new American cak. This richly fruity, elegant red
axhibils sexy black chemy and strawberry notes ntertwined with
notions of tobacco leaf and licorice. Medium-bodied and sof, it is best
consumed over the next 2-3 years. Slightly betfer is the kirsch

BODEGAS BORSAO 2002 TRES PICOS (GARNACHA)

liqueur/candied cherry-filled 2001 Grenache. Aged 12 months in
American and French oak, and botiled unfiltered, it reveals medium
body, a fine texture, and a hedanistic personality. Drink it over the nexd
1-2 years. I er: André Tamars, De Malson Selections, Inc.
Chapel Hill, NC; tel. (918) 833-4245

CAMPO DE BORJA ($11.00) RED 88

Made from 100% old vine Grenache, this 2002 reveals classic aromas
of kirsch liqueur, raspbemies, licorice, and subtie pepper. Ripe and
medium-bodied, with good underlying acidity as well as loads of fruit,
JUAN-MANUEL BURGOS 2000 AVAN CEPAS CENTENARIAS

JUAN-MANUEL BURGOS 2000 AVAN CONCENTRACION

it will provide pleasure over the next 1-3 years. It is a lemific value.
Importer: Jorge Ordofiez, Fine Estates from Spain, Dedham, MA; tel,
(781) 461-5767

JUAN-MANUEL BURGOS 2001 AVAN NACIMIENTO

RIBERA DEL DUERO ___ ($100.00) RED 92
RIBERA DEL DUERO {857.00) RED 907
RIBERA DEL DUERO {529.00) RED 91+

A 100% Tempranilo aged In French ocak, the deep rubyfpurple-colored
2001 Avan Nacimlento is the best value of this tno. Powerful noles of

espresso roast, masted meals, sweel black currants, and crecsole emenge
from this primeary, young, juicy 2001, With loads of character as well as an

27




